

Mr. Stephan J. Poliak • “ 

Assistant Attorney General Jun© 13 , 1968 

Director, FBI /' • . , 

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JB a 

natter. Hie Information set fnJi, , ln tfa i® 

preliminary communications and complete details^?! ?“r 
incorporated In reports setting forth result s of instigation. 

by Mr. long^on^ June^l^f illl™ 110 * ™ furni «^ to you 

June 8, 2968?\y^o| U ii®tLfriLJ~- : r Sdo 3 ® * rr ® sted OE 
following items were found in £is p^sJJsJon.- * ’ th ° 

sake; a Polaroid^O^amera^an 7 !^ 1 !^ s ? v ° lv ® r of ^apanose 

tan raincoat believed pur^^S 0 ?, r ? dlo; a light 

—Canada; a brown wool suit with a i fl b«t k ’ ^f 68, West Toronto, 
[Eric Galt” and the date ”J^y Sl^JoL” th ° ?*** 

shirt of Canadian manufacture" and ’ ? lu# oxford cloth 

fev* ck *f *» d t,o^S?T4SiS;*SSd*«ir" lr J,si rk i * 

ip345 on to invoice from ths ' wa y is*®© t for 

^Canada, for S. Sneyd, 962 Dundas Str^t^ieS^* 11 ’ *° Bt Toront °. 
passport photographs of th*> ’ " e8t Toronto, and 

JStudio dated April 11, lJe 8 . 3 C l*I l ™ th V^ >d » ™ oto . 

„ Ptb-ilj //// ' ^ .5 ; /. /J I 

"How to 

Hypnotise, Palatine IlHnn-T^ ’ bonk Institute of 

*>* ? 1 KK' I yKr rSJ 5°^”“ - he 

Xi.% rf; 

1968..*® "Snoyd. Ramon Cm™, SooUSbl? 8* }SS!*S ApriJ 24 ■ 

1 / ’ CJU ^ 14 
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NOTE: See Rosen to Da Loach memorandum dated it>n P l ■» 1QCQ 
entitled, "MURKIN. " / GaIe<3 June 13 1968. 
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to v.rl<, ut , A l?S r ser f o«h a itoI“ 0 ° U bel “* C ° nducted 



* a 180 advised yon of efforts being conducted 

^ rac ® b Jnoculars recovered with other items nsnr th« 

York I; of 8 thTwic°f 5far J ia Luther King, Jr. Mr. Cordra 
JhliV - t L„T k Arms . Company, Memphis, Tennessee, advised 

" a r ®view of his records located an invoice dated 

? P BufhA f? 67 ' wkerels thB Arms Company received from 

®* Bu^hnell and Company, Incorporated, Pasadena, California 
a shipment of 7 x 35 Banner binoculars. Mr Yox'l stated * 

order «„ pieced on October 20, 19C7, ior eU ^l're ot hl ° 

ii#to C )lhi rG ln snap top cases * Tlio binocula rn 

Infth Hm 0 ” October 30, 1967, according to the invoice; 
and the billing date was listed as October 31, 1967. 

Mr. York said he received other 7 x 35 Banner 
binoculars in January, 1968, and April, 1968, but these 
sere wide angle binoculars and retailed for a higher price. 

He also said that if salesman Ralph Carpenter had to go to* the 
window showcase to remove the pair of binoculars, they were 
la all probability the last pair in stock. He said thcv 

por t lod ^ally from D. P. Bushnell and Company, Incorporated 
£ ^f ply diminishes Mr. York said there is no record^ept 
tl a1j: T ° r received fl ” 0?n tho Bushnell Company identifying * 
binoculars by aerial number. A review of the York Arms 
Company a records fails to indicate a subsequent invoice showing 
purchases of 7 x 35 Banner binoculars in snap top cases sines 
the invoice dated October SI, 1967. A review of" the stock on 
hand did show one pair of the 7 x 35 binoculars which retailed 
°* According to Mr. York these binoculars 

identical to those sold by salesman Ralph Carpenter In this 
natter even though they were in a zippor type case rather than 

i£?!L S “? P tDp C ® se * J Mr * York sald ®° st of his customers; purchasing 
binoculars preferred the snap top case and he has exchanged 

cases to satisfy customers. He is of the opinion this airht 
have happened in this instance. 



. As previously advised you, an individual 

using the name of R. W. Trotter telephoned the Pentagon in 
® - C. , on June 7, 196®, and claimed he 'was the 
k M*rtin Luther Sing, Jr. , and knew the girl in the 

goa-aa dot dress who was at the scene of the shooting of 
Senator Kennedy in Los Angeles. Trotter denied making the 
ta&ephone call and denied having a my information concerning the 
~K£?der of Dr. King or Senator ICasmedy. H© has a pansrsl 
reputation in Cunningham, Tennessee „ his olace of resides®®. ■ 
of being unreliable, untrustworthy % "~| 
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also furnished you Information regarding 
the individual rererred to in Toronto newspapers as the 
"fat man" who reportedly delivered an envelope to the subject 
whiles Ray was living at 902 Dundas Avenue, West Toronto. 

Th© Metropolitan Toronto Polio© Department advised that the 
"fat aan" accompanied by his wife, contacted that agency and 
identified himself as Robert IcDouldton of Toronto who has 
been employed as a salesman for a paint supply company for 
then past eight years and who worked in the Dundas Av©nu® area. 

Mr. McDouldton ©splainad that in early May of this 
yesr , he had used a public telephone booth in the vicinity' 
of 962 Dundas Avenue and found an envelope there addressed 
to Soeyd at the Dundas Avenue address. He thereafter took 
the envelope to that address and gave it to Sneyd in the 
presence of Sneyd's landlady. He stated the envelope 
contained a Toronto postmark with no return address and he 
had the impression it contained some kind of application 
for a Job. 

The landlady viewed McDouldton and identified 
him as th® "fat man" to who® she had previously referred . 
Appropriate Canadian authorities are satisfied that 
McDouldton .is a reputable citisan and that he has 120 
knowledge of nor is he involved with th© subject. These 
authorities advised they ar© committed not to divulge 
McDouldton* s identity and requested .that this commitment 
b© honored and no information fe© released even acknowledging 
that th® mysterious "fat man" has been located. 





regoing information furnished 
[telephonically advised you 
that Charles Q. Stephens, 

| who was a witness In the rooming house in Memphis 
sooting occurred, had been located in Memphis, 
Tennessee, by FBI Agents. A Department Attorney on the scene 
was in th© process of arranging to Interview Stephens and is to 
obtain an appropriate affidavit. 




In accordance with your request of SA __ 
on June 12, 1968, copies of th© registration card from 
New Rebel Motor Hotel signed by Eric S. Galt have been 
expeditiously forwarded to Memphis to be furnished to 
Department Attorney J. Harold Flannery in connection with 
th® obtaining of .certain affidavits. 
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. following additional developments are be ins 

furnished for your inf ortaation. ^ 

The .38 caliber revolver Ray had in his 
possession at the tiEo ©f Ms apprehension in London was 
■o!d to Robert Tatum, a gun dealer, ©f Mableton, Georgia 
OD OcwCiDo? 11, 1906, by tfe© Liberty Arms Company and 

ll V l Com R* Ey ’ Montrose, California. Mr. Tatum 
Jsj th “ t ® a D® 0 ®*^* 1 3, 1966, ho sold the gsas for 

c^SO to Ualter S. Spain of Birmingham, Alabama. 

Walter E. Spain has confirmed he purchased the 
weapon from a gun dealer located just outside of Atlanta 
S° r f} n * soeln S *n advertisement in an Atlanta paper 

Sometime in the spring of 1967 he gave the revolver to his' 
lather, Walter Leon Spain, ins partial payment of a debt. 

has advi6ed that because of financial 
iort 1 ^ 1 ^* 8 following hi® being hospitalized in August, 

**• p®£*u selling personal items among which was tbs 
revolver h© obtained from his son. The items were sold by 
placing advertisements in Sunday editions of the 
"Birmingham News." On the Sunday his advertisement 
appeared regarding the revolver, h© received a call from 
* 3asi ry ^° was interested in the gun and subsequently sold 
th© weapon to that man for $65. The purchaser paid for 
* h ® nsapoaa with two $20 bills, two $10 bills, and a $5 bill. 

L f° m Spaiia did the buyer any receipt nor 

did he obtain from the buyer any information as to bis 
Identification, residence, ©r employment. Mr. Spain 
furnished neither ammunition aor papers for the gun. 

Mr. Spain could recall only that the buyer 
was driving a late model frhlte or light-colored automobile 
but could furnish no further description. He described the 
buyor as a white male about 40 to 45 years of age, 5 feet 
8 inches or 5 feat 9 inches tall, weighing 170 to 175 pounds . 
haviasg dark hair slightly graying at temples. Mr. Spain 
se led ted a photograph of Ray t?hich was taken in California 
* n January or February of 1988 as "resembling tfi® ssa" who 
bought the weapon, but could not make a positive Identifica- 
tion ©f Ray as the purchaser. 

It has been determined that an advertisement for 
the o S3 caliber revolver placed by Mr. Spain appeared £ a 
the (October 1, 1967, issue ©f th© "Birmingham News." 
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"JJliJd tb.t Jalpb «. 

!”•»?•“• •■> *b. floor ’ «t th. Si.iS.f’SiSXtrtc 

Mr B 'ca™an?*; n ?« HOSPi !f 1 ’ Me “P hlB - Tennessee ,' vLlt ‘ 

Mr! Csrpentsr is ciwLtsnt 'whan h»*s* d *?** ln hls opinion 
currontdisor'i.r dsacrlbsd as In bis 

c"dnri:"b“;j 

lion, nr lnfopsatloa furolihJd^sXtlJl io'UZ’ id,Btit ^‘- 
-.‘housb . dsfenss sttornny .1*. try 



bs.p i.srpsd ShlTST™ 2*222 1.V T !"!? 1 ’ £** 

sr.r;^ 1 1 ^ syLsssSi. sjssr*? 

^nr^d’X tri* * mish "n<r-iSii 8 r^.”s* n %.:r- h 

British Governments. 1 “ oeords of tb ® Portugese aad 

undsr nnprSLsntK:Si^ t y S ^LisJo„r Pr ‘' M 

In Brixton Prison but va 9 tpaSIfllliS^; w H ® ^? d beeE h ® ld 

52 i o u?°i 968 ds ’ orth msoa *** r rdad 

tmp to -2SS«22^'2 , iS 1 2 t 2SS’L 1 ss: i ^- t 

has not yet baan ahl» +« tivities in London but 

sy&jrsT? lb- ™ 8 a. 

5S 2& SS2 2 t & v 3‘JSi &.*5Si S ;r d 2 “• 

st“.d’ R Jy 6 ».s ^?y r ^y P .nd°ilt t h^ fV'T E, ri»*Court Sts! 

22 * cicsa «>«ti.»hip «tn2?".*d2”‘? E 

. i«r p. K rs o :*,s^*" e :s 1 : 1 t . t 2 t L iM « <**•**••* »»» 

: - d -<-;r 

Yon yrin be kept advised ol pertinent developments. 
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